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The psychoanalytic unconscious is a slippery set of 
phenomena to pin down. There is not an accepted standard 
form of research, outside of the clinical practice of 
psychoanalysis. In this book a number of non-clinical 
methods for collecting data and analysing it are described. 
It represents the current situation on the way to an 
established methodology.
The book provides a survey of methods in contemporary 
use and development. As well as the introductory survey, 
chapters have been written by researchers who have 
pioneered recent and effective methods and have extensive 
experience of those methods. It will serve as a gallery of 
illustrations from which to make the appropriate choice for 
a future research project.
Methods of Research into the Unconscious: Applying 
Psychoanalytic Ideas to Social Science will be of great use for 
those aiming to start projects in the general area of 
psychoanalytic studies and for those in the human/social 
sciences who wish to include the unconscious as well as 
conscious functioning of their subjects.
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"This volume is to be welcomed as an 
innovative contribution to psychoanalytic 
research premised on the unconscious 
and including authors with thorough 
knowledge of psychoanalysis. 
Contributions reflect clinical 
psychoanalytic traditions, while being 
able to apply these to research, examine 
foundations and engage with wider 
psychosocial research debate." 

--Wendy Hollway, Emeritus Professor of 
Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences, 
Open University, UK
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